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How to get started
This hobby is best suited for children 
who are more than 12 years old, since it 
requires some technical knowledge and 
qualifications. To be certified to work a 
radio, one must take the Amateur Radio 
Operator’s Certificate Examination. This 
consists of a two-part exam with 50 
questions each, and a practical exam that 
tests your knowledge of Morse code. The 
exam is conducted in the major metros 
and smaller cities on a monthly basis. You 
can study for it by yourself using reference 
books. On passing the exam, you will be 
required to attend a police interview to 
confirm that you are taking up ham radio 
as a hobby and not for criminal activities. 
Finally, you will be granted a licence along 
with a call sign. A call sign is a unique 
message or code broadcast by a radio that 
can be used to identify who is transmitting 
the message. Having your own call sign 
ensures that whoever is listening to you 
knows that it is you. 

What to do next
Once you are officially an amateur radio 
operator, you can do all sorts of things. 
You can play your favourite music. You 
can do a daily weather report, talk about 
fun events around the city, or even just 
use your frequency to wish your friends a 
happy birthday! You could become a food 
connoisseur or a pet advisor. You can also 
have conversations with other ham radio 
enthusiasts and make friends with people 
who share your interests. Rest assured, 
whatever topic you decide to take up, there 
will definitely be other people somewhere 
who are interested in listening to you.

The best part of having a radio channel is 
that it can be heard by interested people 
all over the world. Have a best friend who 
suddenly moved to the other side of the 
globe? No problem; just send her a special 
message by radio on New Year’s Day. Provide 
your friends and family with your call sign 
and the frequency on which you will be 
transmitting, and you are in business!

A ham radio transmits messages at a 
particular frequency. You can choose from 
the many frequency bands allocated by the 
Wireless and Planning and Coordination 
Wing (WPC) of the government for the use 
of amateur radio. Listeners can tune in at 
that frequency through radios or receivers 
and listen to you.  

Amateur radio, more 
popularly known as ‘ham’ 
radio, is an offbeat but 
fun hobby to pursue. It 
involves the recreational 
use of a designated radio 
channel to broadcast your 
messages and offers a 
unique and entertaining way 
to communicate with your 
friends and family.
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Amateur radio can even be used in 
emergency situations when more modern 
forms of communication are cut off. In the 
past, ham radio has been used with great 
effect during hurricanes and other natural 
disasters to communicate with citizens and 
inform them about the nearest shelters. It 
has also been used during terror strikes, 
greatly reducing the number of casualties. 
So not only can you have fun with this 
amazing hobby, you can also help people. 

Equipment
Starting a radio channel does require 
the necessary equipment. You can use 
something as simple as a hand-held VHF 
FM transceiver (INR 3,300 - 10,000). 
For something more elaborate, consider 
second-hand apparatus online that can cost 
anywhere between INR 12,000 - 30,000, 
depending on complexity and brand.  
For an antenna, a simple di-pole antenna 
(INR 600 - 1,500) can be hung between  
two trees using a cable. 

Once you get all the tough stuff out of the 
way, it’s time to have some fun!  The whole 
family can get in on the act, with someone 
pretending to be a cricket commentator, 
while someone else can talk about his pets. 
Amateur radio can be addictive, so beware 
of getting too hooked on to it. You may 
not want to ever leave that small, snug 
room, with your computer and broadcasting 
devices all around you—all of which you 
now know how to operate.

Tips
•	 If you decide to take up ham radio as a hobby, get serious 

about it. It can take up a lot of your time and you will 
have to spend money on equipment. In fact, the process of 
getting your licence itself can take up to 12 months.

•	 Plan ahead; set aside space for the big equipment and 
antennae in a relatively safe area.  
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