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VERBAL-
LINGUISTIC 
INTELLIGENCE

Verbal-linguistic intelligence is characterised by a love of words. It is the inherent 
ability to learn languages, understand their nuances and communicate well in 
those languages. People strong in this intelligence are generally skilled at using 
words and enjoy reading and writing. The language used for communication need 
not be English and is usually the child's mother tongue. Children with hearing or 
speech impairments who are strong in this intelligence will find it easy to pick up 
sign language. Thus, any mode of communication, including sign language, comes 
under verbal-linguistic intelligence.

Multiple Intelligences at Home
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How can you identify whether your 
child is verbal-linguistic intelligent?
•	 From an early age, she grasps words 

quickly and tries to pronounce them 
the way they are said to her.

•	 She requires clarity on almost everything 
that is said, constantly asking about 
how to pronounce a word and where 
to use certain phrases, etc. Such a 
child also points out grammatical 
mistakes made by others.

•	 She enjoys reading a lot and also talking 
about what she reads.

•	 She often reads the dictionary to find 
out the meanings of words she doesn’t 
know. 

•	 Such a child might also enjoy reading 
poetry, and tries to write her own 
stories and poems.

•	 She thoroughly enjoys word games 
and spells accurately. 

•	 She clearly remembers many of the 
stories she reads and may even be 
able to quote from her favourite 
books. 

•	 She also has a good memory for dates, 
names, trivia, etc.

•	 She is a verbal communicator and has 
a large vocabulary. 

 
Activities to hone this intelligence at 
home
•	 Make it a point to speak correctly. 

Use clear and grammatically correct 
sentences. Make sure the words are 
pronounced appropriately. Children 
grasp words and speak the way their 
parents do at home.

•	 Read aloud to your child. Start 
with simple stories and move on to 
complex ones as her understanding 
develops.

•	 Encourage her to try and read stories 
on her own, again starting with  
simple ones. She can then be  
encouraged to make up her own 
stories, finally reaching a stage where 
she writes her stories down. 

•	 Encourage your child to read the 
newspaper.

•	 When she asks you the meanings of 
certain words, show her how to use a 
dictionary and let her find the words 
herself.

•	 Introduce exercises like saying the 
alphabet backwards. After reading a 
story, tell her to read the same story 
in the opposite direction. Challenging 
activities like this will improve her 
spelling and focus her reading skills. 
Some other exercises to hone this 
intelligence include: word building     
exercises, using a particular word in 
different sentences, reading  
comprehension, and introducing older 
children to various genres of literature. 

•	 Play board games like Scrabble, 
Upwords, Taboo and Catch Phrase to 
increase your child’s vocabulary and 
help her recognise the connection 
between certain words.

•	 If a child is learning two or more  
languages, communicate in all of 
them that you know. Draw parallels 
between them and help her understand 
the second language in terms of the 
first.

•	 Encourage your older child to keep a 
daily journal/diary. This will further 
enable her to think through her 
thoughts and communicate what she 
is feeling in an understandable and 
readable manner. 

Using verbal-linguistic intelligence to 
enrich learning
Language is like the operating system 
of the brain. Children who are strong in 
verbal-linguistic intelligence have the ability 
to effectively absorb whatever they are 
taught and communicate it well, because 
they have a better built-in operating system. 
Hence, they are already at an 
advantage and usually do well academically.

Such children can use this strength to 
understand word problems in maths quickly 
and more easily, for instance. In physics 
and chemistry, the child can understand 

abstract concepts in real-life terms, and is 
able to comprehend subjects like history 
and geography with ease as well. A big 
advantage—they can write what they have 
learnt in their own words without having 
to memorise facts from the textbook, since 
not only have they understood what they 
have learnt, but are also able to communicate 
this understanding well.  

Children who are verbal-linguistically 
intelligent learn best by reading, taking 
notes and listening to lectures. 

Did you know?
In his autobiography, Mahatma Gandhi 
mentions that his interest in reading 
was one of the integral aspects that 
made him who he was—a leader who, 
with mere words, convinced 33,000  
crore Indians to fight against the  
British Empire.

Career matches
•	 Author/poet
•	 Writer/editor for a variety of fields— 

journalism, reporting, corporate  
communications and marketing  
communications departments of  
companies, advertising

•	 Librarian
•	 Leader/politician
•	 Attorney
•	 Teacher
•	 Psychologist
•	 Broadcaster
•	 Translator

With inputs from Dr. Sriraghavan, 
Founder of Brainstars, Bangalore, which 
offers educational programmes based on 
Multiple Intelligences. 

-  Ramya Ramalingam, 14 years, Bangalore
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